
Introduction

College Raptor is a one-of-a-kind college search and matching platform that helps students and 

families discover their best college options. At its core is the fi rst universal net price calculator, 
which estimates the net price for any 4-year college in the U.S. It’s also a one-stop-shop for 

all kinds of admissions and academic information about every college, including estimated 
admissions odds, graduation rates and more.

Our matching platform can be a game-changer for many students and families who often discover 

college options that are much more aff ordable than they expected. 

The site can be used in just minutes and requires only a basic level of information about the 

student’s grades, test scores, college preferences and family fi nances.

We recommend that all students create an account to save their information and college match 

list.

College Raptor is free to use.



Creating an Account

Creating an account on College Raptor is quick and simple. Users can choose to either log in using 

their Facebook or Twitter accounts (one-click registration) or use our form to provide a name and 

email directly. 

We encourage all users to create a free account, as this will allow them to save all of their account 
settings and keep track of their college list, which they can access later.

Creating an account also enables new features for a user, including adding and removing schools 
or majors from their preferred lists, using our what-if planning tool and full access to all data and 



Using the College Match Tool

The core functionality 

of College Raptor is the 

college match search. 

You can access this any 

time by clicking “College 

Search” at the top of any 

page.

Once you’ve accessed the college match, you’ll see the “Quick” calculator by default. This view 
usually takes a user about two minutes to complete and they’ll only need information like grades, 
test scores, and a basic idea of their family’s income and assets. 



Using the College Match Tool

How important is cost?

Selecting how important 

the cost of college is to the 

student will determine how 

we score and order the 

student’s college matches. 

If a student is concerned 

about the cost of college — by 

either selecting “A lot” or “Somewhat” — then, the student’s estimated net price will be factored 
into the Overall Match score for each school.

How much fi nancial information can you provide?

By default, College Raptor will ask for a “limited” amount of basic fi nancial information to 
calculate the student’s estimated net price.

If the user is interested in getting the most accurate estimate possible, they can select to input 
“full” fi nancial data—but, this does require FAFSA-level detail of income and assets.

Selecting “Full” will put the user into a new product fl ow, where they will work through inputting 
about 7 pages of fi nancial information.  This will take about 15-20 minutes if the student has all of 
their necessary tax documents on hand.

If the user has no idea at all about income, they can select to input “None”, but it’s generally 
advisable that they should estimate or guess their family income rather than select this option, as 
a best-guess will likely yield more accurate results than providing no information at all.



Using the College Match Tool

How much can the family aff ord?

Included on our cost calculations are 

formulas for calculating a family’s 

Expected Family Contribution (EFC). 
While these are critical for estimating 

net price, we know that the EFC often 
does not line up with a family’s actual 

ability to pay out-of-pocket. 

We include this question as a way to 

calculate how much the student and 

their family actually intend to pay for out of pocket.

The student’s selection here will not impact their net price estimate or their college matches, but it 
will be used in how we calculate student loan debt, estimated payments, etc.

Ready to go!

After the user has 

put in all of their 

information, simply 
hit “Find Colleges” 

to run the match 

search!



College Costs

One of College Raptor’s 

biggest strengths is our 

ability to estimate the 

net price for any 4-year 

college in the U.S., 
based on the students 

fi nancial and academic 
information. 

Many times, this can dramatically change the way that students consider colleges--using our site 
may be the fi rst time that they see that many “expensive” colleges might be much more aff ordable 
for them. 

All net prices shown are per year and include all associated costs--tuition, room and board, books, 
travel expenses, etc.

Debt burden

Based on the estimated 

net price and the family’s 

indicated out-of-pocket 

contribution, we calculate 
how much student loan debt 

the student and family will 

incur over 4-years of college. 

We provide an indicator that 

incorporates this number 

into a single graphical 

representation of “Green”, 
“Yellow” or “Red” levels of 

debt. 

If the user hovers their mouse over this indicator, they can get detailed information about their 
debt calculations, including an estimated monthly payment based on 10-year loans.



College Costs

The accuracy of our estimates

College Raptor has hundreds of thousands of proprietary 

data models that we use to estimate a student’s net price at 

any given college. 

We indicate our anticipated accuracy of each estimate based 

on how much data we have about each school. You can see 

this accuracy indicator as a small colored dot next to each 
net price. 

Hovering your mouse over this dot will provide more 

detailed information about the accuracy.

Although this is our estimated level of accuracy, our 
estimate may in fact be closer than anticipated, depending 
on how accurate any certain model is at predicting the net 

price. 

Our recommendation is that College Raptor is used as a 

starting point for net price estimates. Students should refer 

to the college’s offi  cial net price calculator before making 
any fi nal decisions about where to apply based on these 
fi gures. 

Providing feedback

Our entire system is created to learn and adapt based on new 

available data. A big part of the accuracy of our estimates 

depends on students providing us with data about their offi  cial 
net price estimates from a college’s net price calculator or their 

offi  cial award letters. 

Whenever possible, we encourage students to use the college’s offi  cial net price calculator and 
report the results or provide award letter information using our feedback tool for each college.



Match Scores

College Raptor generates two unique match scores for every college based on the information 

provided by the student. Each of these match scores is a scaled number on a scale of 1-100.

Academic Match

A student’s Academic Match at a college 

is based strictly on their academic 

information. This score represents 

how closely the student matches that 

institution’s academic profi le, based on 
test scores and GPA.

This score also includes any preferred 

majors that the student has entered, so 
colleges with strong academic programs 

in those fi elds will have a higher score 
than those with smaller or no program 

for those majors. 

Overall Match

Overall Match score includes the 

same factors as Academic Match, but 
also factors in estimated net price 

-- which is weighted in importance, 
based on the the student’s selection 

of how important cost is in their 

college decision -- and the location 

and cultural preferences that the 

student selected. 

We recommend using Overall Match as a comprehensive score that indicates how well the school 

fi ts the needs of the student.



My College List

College Raptor will automatically suggest the selected number of college matches based on the 

student’s inputs. 

My Colleges

“My Colleges” is a student’s list of colleges that they are 

considering, either those automatically selected by our platform, or 
those selected by the student.

Colleges can be added or removed from the “My Colleges” list by 

toggling the star icon from the results page, institutional details 
pages, majors pages, or rankings pages.

Note that these stars are color-coded to indicate if the selections 
were suggested by College Raptor or selected by the user.

Match Categories

Part of this selection is looks at a student’s estimated admissions 

odds and to help them build a balance list of college options--from “Safety” or safer schools where 

they are almost certain to be admitted, to “Huge Reach” or highly selective schools where they 
may not be accepted.

There is no default number of colleges that we select per category, but our engine will usually 
recommend at least one for each level and generally recommends at least two “Safety” schools. 

As an advisor, we recommend that you help students understand the importance of building a 
balanced list such as this when putting together their list of schools which they plan to apply.



Options & Configurations

College Raptor off ers a number of diff erent views and confi gurations that allow the student to 
quickly and easily compare colleges based on the factors that are most important to them, and to 
also organize and view their colleges in a single list. 

List views

From the search results page, a student can toggle between three views: Financial, Academic, and 
Admission.

Each view will display unique information about each college, allowing the student to easily 
compare schools based on a variety of factors. 

The user’s default view will be based on their selections from the beginning. Most users 

will default to the Financial View, which will show them their estimated net price and debt 
information. Once a view is changed by the user, it should be set and the user should be able to 
return to their results and still see the same view. 

In addition, users can sort these views by any of the columns being displayed, either in ascending 
or descending view. 

My Colleges view

If a student wants to hide all of the colleges that were in their results other than the schools they 

have added to their “My Colleges” list, they can simply toggle the “My Colleges” feature to fi lter out 
all of the other schools.



College Details and Information

College Raptor contains a wealth of information on every college and university in the country. 

Most of our data is self-reported by the colleges and comes from the IPEDS (Integrated 

Postsecondary Education Data System) database. Students can click on an institution’s name from 

their list to access the “Details” pages.

Information about the college is broken down into diff erent categories: Overview, Admissions, 
Cost, Academics, etc. Students can navigate each of these pages to learn more about the school and 
to see how they compare to other students at the institution. 



Requesting Information from Colleges

Users can request information from colleges by clicking on the “Request Info” links in either one 

of the list views, or from the college’s institutional pages. 

This request will be emailed to the college’s admissions offi  ce, along with details that the student 
provided to College Raptor and requests that we include.

College Raptor can’t guarantee that the college will follow up with individual students, so we 
recommend that if a student has not heard from the college within two weeks, they should contact 
them directly. 



What-If Planning Tool

After a student gets their college matches, they can use the “what-if” tool to see how admissions 
chances and net prices would change if their fi nances, GPA, or test scores were to change.

This tool can be used as a way to plan and set goals for the student. They can see how raising their 

GPA or test scores can boost their admissions odds, using the “Academic What-If”.

The “Financial What-If” lets families see how changes in their income -- or changes in their family 

-- would impact their estimated net price.

In the future, we will tie these features together to show how increasing grades and test scores 
can not only boost admissions chances, but also net the student increased merit aid from some 
schools.



Exploring College Majors

College Raptor has lots of 

information on diff erent 
college majors and 

programs. 

Users can explore 
diff erent specifi c majors 
within programs, and 
then dive into each 

major to see which 

colleges have the most 

students graduating 

with a degree in those 

studies. They can add 

majors to their list of 

interests to improve their 

college matches based on 

which colleges have the largest 

programs for the ones they 

select.

Students can view majors 

information for bachelor’s, 
master’s, or doctoral degrees as 
well using the drop down menu 

above the table which lists the 

degrees. 

All majors data is based on degree completion numbers reported by colleges and universities, 
collected from the IPEDS database.



College Rankings

Our site has a number of 

rankings that are generated 

by College Raptor. 

We rank colleges both 

on objective measures -- 

such as schools with the 

largest endowment, most 
profi table sports programs 
and largest campuses -- as 

well as have an Overall 

Ranking that is based on a 

number of diff erent factors.

Middle Class Aff ordability Rankings™ 

In addition, we 
have Middle Class 

Aff ordability 
Rankings™, which are 
based on an “average” 

net price for a middle-

class family. These 

rankings are broken 

down by state, and 
also by major, and a 
combination of each. 

All of these rankings 

can be accessed 

through the “Majors” 

link at the top of the page.



College Guide and Content Resources

Many articles on 

various college 

admissions, fi nancial 
aid and college 

search questions 

can be found under 

our “College Guide” 

section. 

These articles are all 

written and reviewed 

by reputable 

college admissions 

and fi nancial aid 
professionals and 

professional college 

counselors. They can be a great 

resource for fi nding information on 
specifi c topics.



Additional Details

Mobile Usage

The full College Raptor is site is a responsive design.

This means that the site can be used from any device and should scale to the screen and be easy to 

see and use from phones, tablets, or computers.

Counselor Resources

We have created and will continue to update a number of resources for counselors. These can 

accessed at any time by visiting CollegeRaptor.com/Counselors.

Data Privacy and Security

Our service doesn’t require users to provide any identifying data other than that which is used to 

estimate and provide college price and academic fi t estimates and/or obtained through regular use 
of the College Raptor Web Site.

In the case where a user has provided their personal data, no identifying information will 
be disclosed to third parties without the user’s consent. We do reserve the right to use non-

identifying information, in aggregate and on an anymous basis, for the purposes of targeting 
advertising and/or marketing messages to users of College Raptor.

Reporting Bugs or Problems

We welcome feedback as to errors or suggestions for how we can make our platform better or 

more accurate. If you identify a bug, error or information that you believe to be inaccurate on 
College Raptor, please contact us.

Bug and error reports about College Raptor should be sent to: feedback@collegeraptor.com.

It is often helpful if bug reports include a screenshot and description of the identifi ed issue. 


